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SECTION 1: Background
1.1

RMC AUTHORITY

The San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) is one of ten
conservancies within the Natural Resources Agency established in 1999 (Chapters 788 and 789, Statutes
of 1999). The RMC’s mission is to preserve open space and habitat in order to provide for low-impact
recreation and educational uses, wildlife habitat restoration and protection, and watershed improvements
within our jurisdictions. RMC’s jurisdiction includes eastern Los Angeles County and western Orange
County, comprised of the San Gabriel River Watershed and its tributaries, the Lower Los Angeles River
Watershed and its tributaries, Upper Santa Clara River and its tributaries, north slope of the Angeles
National Forest, the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument, Puente Hills and the San Jose Hills
(Division 22.8. of the Public Resources Code California 32600-32621), please see Figure 1, RMC Territory
Map. Additionally, the RMC recently adopted an Environmental Justice Policy with three key environmental
justice principles: (1) community driven empowerment/organizing campaigns, 2) identification of
incompatible land uses, and 3) recognize opportunities to create green infrastructure such as community
open space and alternative transportation modes including bicycling and walking (RMC Resolution 201419).
The RMC was established to preserve open space and habitats in order to:

■
■
■
■

1.2

Improve watersheds within its jurisdiction
Provide for low-impact recreation, educational uses and water conservation
Restore and protect wildlife and habitat
Provides the public's enjoyment and enhancement of recreational and educational experiences on
public lands in the RMC Territory in a manner consistent with the protection of lands and resources
in those watersheds
Grant Funding Sources—Proposition 1

The voters of California approved the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014
(“Proposition 1”) in November 2014 codified as Division 26.7 of the Water Code which authorized $7.545
billion dollars in general obligation bonds for State water projects, including surface and groundwater
storage, ecosystem and watershed protection and restoration, and drinking water protection. Purposes of
Proposition 1 include implement[ing] the three objectives of the California Water Action Plan which are more
reliable water supplies, the restoration of important species and habitat and a more resilient and sustainably
managed water infrastructure (Proposition 1, Chapter 2, Section 79701 (e)). Chapter 6 of Proposition 1
allocates $30 million to the RMC for competitive grants for multi-benefit ecosystem, watershed protection
and restoration projects in accordance with statewide priorities (Section 79731(f)). In addition, pursuant to
Section 79735(a) and upon appropriation by the Legislature $100 million may be allocated to the RMC or
the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, or a combination of both, for competitive grants to protect and
enhance urban creeks and its tributaries as defined in subdivision (e) of Section 7048 and pursuant to
Division 22.8.
Proposition 1 funds will be awarded for the acquisition, development, rehabilitation, restoration, and
protection of land and water resources consistent with the RMC statues, the Proposition 1 goals identified
in the California Water Action Plan and statewide plans and priorities. The RMC Board may administer one
or more competitive grant cycles during the fiscal year through the issuance of a notice of funding availability
and may fund certain phases of a project in order to maximize the distribution of grant funds to multiple
recipients and throughout the RMC territory.
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The amount of funding available for each grant cycle will depend upon the amount appropriated to the RMC
by the State Legislature each year. In addition, the amount awarded will also depend on the quality of
submittals, leverage of matching funds, and multi-beneficial and multi-jurisdictional ecosystem and
watershed protection projects in accordance with statewide priorities.

SECTION 2: Purpose and Eligibility Requirements
2.1

Proposition 1 Grant Program Guidelines and Eligibility

RMC Proposition 1 Grant Program Guidelines establish the process and criteria that the RMC will utilize to
solicit applications, evaluate proposals and award grants, pursuant to Proposition 1 and RMC guiding
principles. All projects funded by the RMC with Proposition 1 grant funds must be consistent with the RMC’s
enabling legislation Common Ground from the Mountains to the Sea (Common Ground), Open Space Plan
Phase II Final Report, and the watershed and open space plans for the Los Angeles and San Gabriel River
watersheds which was adopted by the RMC in 2001 (http://www.rmc.ca.gov) for the distribution of grant
funds. In addition, the purposes defined in Proposition 1 specify that projects must carry out at least one of
the three objectives of the California Water Action Plan (Water Code 79706(a)) in order create a sustainable
strategy for managing its water resources and supply. Concurrently with these efforts to conserve and
manage its water supply, the State passed the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (AB32) and
subsequent policy and program implementation, therefore the RMC’s Proposition 1 Guidelines and project
scoring criteria are designed to fund projects that achieve the State’s foremost goals of conserving water
resources, water supply and adhering to the State’s policies for reaching greenhouse gas reduction targets.
These guidelines will apply to both sections of Proposition 1, Chapter 6, Sections 79731(f) and 79735(a)
which allocates the following funding to the RMC: Section 79731(f) of the funds authorized by Section
79730, the sum of three hundred twenty-seven million five hundred thousand dollars ($327,500,000) shall
be allocated for multibenefit water quality, water supply, and watershed protection and restoration projects
for the watersheds of the state in accordance with the following schedule:..(f) San Gabriel and Lower Los
Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy, thirty million dollars ($30,000,000). And Section 79735(a) of
the funds authorized by Section 79730, one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000) shall be available, upon
appropriation by the Legislature, for projects to protect and enhance an urban creek, as defined in
subdivision (e) of Section 7048, and its tributaries, pursuant to Division 22.8 (commencing with Section
32600) of, and Division 23 (commencing with Section 33000) of, the Public Resources Code and Section
79508. Further, the RMC Proposition 1 Guidelines adopted by the RMC Board and pursuant to Water Code
Section 79706(a) may be updated periodically.
2.2

RMC Objectives and Proposition 1 Consistency

The RMC Board will adopt the Proposition 1 Guidelines which set forth the evaluation criteria for its
competitive grant programs and may be updated accordingly if necessary (See Appendix C for the Project
Evaluation Criteria). The project evaluation criteria are set by the RMC objectives which are articulated in
Common Ground and the Open Space Plan Phase II Final Report. The types of projects proposed to be
supported by this grant program are also consistent with Proposition 1 for purposes of prioritizing and for
improvements to the waters of state. The RMC’s Common Ground objectives and the types of projects
supported by this grant program are as follow*

■ Projects must promote the RMC’s statutory programs and purposes as stated in Division 22.8. of the
■
■

Public Resources Code 32600-32621
Projects must be consistent with the purposes of the funding source (Proposition 1)*
Projects must promote and implement the State’s Water Plans and Policies
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■ Create, expand, and/or improve public open space throughout the region by improving water quality

supply, create, enhance or improve a reliable water supply and/or restore an important species and
habitat
■ Improve access to open space and low impact recreation for all communities and promote healthy
lifestyles
■ Improve habitat quality, quantity, and connectivity through creation, enhancement, preservation, and
restoration
■ Connect open space with a network of trails, accessible as appropriate to the site
■ Promote stewardship of the landscape via stakeholder involvement and long-term maintenance
■ Encourage sustainable growth that balances environmental, social, and economic benefits
■ Maintain and improve flood protection through natural and non-structural systems and ecosystem
restoration
■ Establish riverfront greenways to cleanse water, hold floodwaters and extend open space
■ Optimize water resources by improving the quality of surface and ground water and enhance ground
water recharge, to reduce dependence on imported water
■ Coordinate watershed planning across jurisdictions and boundaries
■ Encourage multi-jurisdictional and multi-beneficial planning and implementation projects
■ Involve the public through education and outreach programs
■ Projects will utilize the best available science to inform decisions regarding, state and local water
resource. In addition, special consideration will be given to projects that employ new or innovative
technology or practices, including decision support tools that support the integration of multiple
jurisdictions, including, but not limited to, water supply, flood control, land use, and sanitation.
*Please note, all grant applications must have a water-related benefit in order for consistency with
Proposition 1 and all proposed project must improve water quality supply, create, enhance and improve a
reliable water supply and/or restore an important species and habitat.
2.3

Proposition 1, Chapter 6 Objectives

Proposition 1 allocation to the RMC is pursuant to Chapter 6 Protecting Rivers, Lakes, Streams, Coastal
Waters and Watersheds and sets forth thirteen specific purposes and all grant funds must achieve at least
four or more of the following objectives in order to receive funds.
1. Protect and increase the economic benefits arising from healthy watersheds, fishery resources and
instream flow.
2. Implement watershed adaptation projects in order to reduce the impacts of climate change on
communities and ecosystems.
3. Restore river parkways throughout the state, including but not limited to projects pursuant to the
California River Parkways Act of 2004, in the Urban Streams Restoration Program established
pursuant to Section 7048 and urban river greenways.
4. Protect and restore aquatic, wetland and migratory bird ecosystems including fish and wildlife
corridors and the acquisition of water rights for instream flow.
5. Fulfill the obligations of the State of California in complying with the terms of multiparty settlement
agreements related to water resources.
6. Remove barriers to fish passage.
7. Implement fuel treatment projects to reduce wildfire risks, protect watersheds tributary to water
storage facilities and promote watershed health.
8. Protect and restore rural and urban watershed health to improve watershed storage capacity, forest
health, protection of life and property, stormwater resource management, and greenhouse gas
reduction.
9. Protect and restore coastal watershed including but not limited to, bays, marine estuaries, and
nearshore ecosystems.
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10. Reduce pollution or contamination of rivers, lakes, streams, or coastal waters, prevent and
remediate mercury contamination from legacy mines, and protect or restore natural system
functions that contribute to water supply, water quality, or flood management.
11. Assist in the recovery of endangered, threatened, or migratory species by improving watershed
health, instream flows, fish passage, coastal or inland wetland restoration, or other means, such
as natural community conservation plan and habitat conservation plan implementation.
12. Protect and enhance an urban creek as defined in subdivision (e) of Section 7048 and its tributaries
pursuant to Division 22.8 and Division 23 of the Public Resources Code and Section 79508.
13. Assist in water-related agricultural sustainability projects that promote water conservation.
2.4

Promotion and Implementation of State Plans and RMC Environmental Justice Policy

The RMC Proposition 1 Guidelines require that projects be consistent with statewide plans and priorities
and that projects be consistent with the goals identified in the California Water Action Plan, links to key
plans can be found at http://resources.ca.gov/california_water_action_plan/.
Additionally, the RMC adopted an environmental justice policy at the November 24, 2014 Board Meeting,
although it may be amended as necessary. It is the policy of the RMC that the fair treatment of people of
all races, cultures and income shall be fully considered during the planning, decision-making, development
and implementation of all RMC programs, policies, and activities. The intent of this policy is to ensure that
the public within the RMC catchment area including minority and low-income populations are not
discriminated against; treated unfairly, or caused to experience disproportionately high and adverse human
health or environmental effects from environmental and land-use decisions, and children and their families
have access to safe open space and healthy neighborhoods.
The RMC adopted the following key principles:
1. Make environmental justice considerations a standard in the way we do business. We will keep
an environmental justice perspective in our programs, activities, and training, as we set priorities,
identify program gaps, and assess the benefits and adverse impacts our programs have on
communities in our catchment area.
2. Work with local elected officials, staff of cities, and community groups, to address concerns about
lack of access to safe open space, especially in low-income and minority communities.
3. Review and evaluate RMC programs and activities to ensure that the environmental justice
perspective through its programs does not contain any substantive gaps.
4. Develop and incorporate an environmental justice program element into our employee-training
curriculum.
5. Annually provide a staff briefing to the Board at a public meeting regarding ongoing and planned
activities. Issue a written annual status report identifying action items accomplished and a proposed
work plan outlining the action items for the next year. The work plan shall include quantitative goals
for working in disadvantaged communities and populations adversely impacted by industrial and
transportation proximities.
6. Strengthen our public outreach, education, and organizing efforts in all communities, especially
low-income communities and where we see a need for the implementation.
7. Identify partners within land-use and transportation agencies that are responsible for the
environmental benefits or adverse impacts in our neighborhoods and address potential mitigation
activities.
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8. Work with cities, County of Los Angeles, and community groups in identifying relevant
populations living in close proximity to industrial and transportation locations that may benefit from
RMC programs and activities.
9. Taking a proactive role in working with cities in adopting and/or updating their General Plans to
implement environmental justice policies.
10. Work in conjunction with other federal, state, regional, and local agencies to ensure
consideration of disproportionate impacts on relevant populations and create action oriented
mitigation plans.
11. Fostering broad access to existing and proposed data sets and technology to better identify,
analyze, and respond to environmental justice issues (database bank).
RMC commits to integrating environmental justice principles into its programs and plans and will
continue to improve our outreach efforts in all communities of our catchment area, ensuring that
everyone has an opportunity to participate fully in the development and implementation of our
programs. As an oversight agency we will work closely with local cities and County of Los Angeles,
and other stakeholders to jointly develop environmental justice awareness so that it is in line with
our funding grant programs for project design and development. Our commitment is to take
consideration of neighborhoods where people encounter environmental pressures given their close
proximity to industrial and transportation zones, as well as incompatible land uses. The RMC’s goal
is to ensure that the populations in our area especially children and families are empowered to play
a role in creating a healthful environment.
2.5
RMC Proposition 1 Priorities
The RMC will seek to prioritize multi-beneficial and multi-jurisdictional ecosystem and watershed protection
projects in accordance with statewide priorities. A proposed project must be consistent with Proposition 1
bond language, RMC Common Ground and the California Water Action Plan. Further, the proposed project
must be evaluated under the RMC priority areas in order to be considered for funding. The RMC will set
priority areas for evaluating and funding projects within the RMC jurisdiction, which will include review of
existing state plans, screening for projects that achieve multi benefits, serves disadvantaged communities
and result in a quantifiable outcome in the following priority areas:

■ Water Sustainability and Resiliency
■ Serves disadvantaged communities
■ Preservation, restoration enhancement and adaptive management of coastal wetland habitat of
■
■
■

regional and statewide importance
Urban Greening along the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers
Climate Change Adaptation and Greenhouse Gas Reductions
Create, expand, and/or improve public open space throughout the region by improving water quality
supply, create, enhance or improve a reliable water supply and/or restore an important species and
habitat

2.6
Eligible Applicants
All proposed projects must be located within the boundaries of the RMC and eligible applicants include
(Proposition 1, Chapter 4, Section 79712):

■ Public Agencies
■ Public Utilities that is regulated by the Public Utilities Commission
■ Federally recognized Indian tribes, state Indian tribes listed on the Native American Heritage
Commission’s California Tribal Consultation List

■ Mutual Water Companies shall have a clear and definite public purpose and shall benefit the
customers of a water system and not the investors
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■
■
■
■

Cities
Counties
Joint Powers Agencies
Nonprofit organizations (existing under Section 501(c) (3) of the IRS Code) and whose purposes are
consistent the RMC’s enabling legislation

Individuals and corporations are not eligible for this grant program; however RMC encourages multiple
partners or joint projects. As long as the applicant is a listed eligible applicants, applications will be accepted
from joint projects with non-eligible agencies.
2.7

Project Eligibility

RMC Proposition 1 Guidelines will fund projects which are consistent with the RMC’s enabling legislation,
meet the RMC’s required project selection criteria, support the RMC’s Common Ground Objectives and
advance the objectives of Proposition 1.
In addition, Proposition 1 funds must be spent consistent with the General Obligation Bond Law,
Government Code Section 16727; and in order to provide for a competitive grant application the RMC
encourages applicants to develop complete and comprehensive projects which may include, trails access
improvements, educational, natural based play infrastructure, interpretive programming and public outreach
that will further the mission of the RMC and advance the objectives of Proposition 1. The RMC is committed
to funding well-formed projects that provide multiple benefits but applicants must ensure these elements
are funded through matching funds, since Proposition 1 funds only water related projects. Additionally,
these supplementary elements may earn applicants additional points in the scoring criteria and provide for
a competitive grant.
The following costs are eligible for RMC grant funds:

■ Grant funds may be used for the acquisition, development, rehabilitation, restoration, and protection
■
■
■
■
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of land and water resources.
Land acquisition costs may include appraisals, land, improvements, relocation costs, title reports,
surveying, and escrow. Land must be acquired from willing sellers and at fair market value.
Direct expenses include project-specific management costs such as CEQA/NEPA compliance,
permitting, direct project administration and management.
Projects that have lower overhead or no overhead costs will be deemed more competitive. The RMC
may cap indirect and overhead costs at 10-15% of the total project cost.
Proposition 1 funding has limited funding available for preparation of planning documents, such as
watershed plan updates, CEQA compliance documents and other planning documents (79735(d):
Up to 10 percent of the funds available pursuant to this section may be allocated for project planning)
Project Ineligibility

The following uses are not eligible for RMC grant funds:

■ Operations and Maintenance related costs for the lifetime of project.
■ Playground equipment and/or infrastructure such as swing sets and skate parks.
■ Facilities that do not have an environmental education focus or theme, such as basketball courts,
■
■
■

hockey courts, etc. Multi-use projects may include these elements, but this program will not fund
planning or development of such facilities.
Projects that cause erosion or contribute to flooding.
Projects on land or improved property acquired by condemnation from an unwilling seller.
Project has no water related benefits, lack an improved habitat or species restoration, has a low
impact public recreation access and it is not consistent with Proposition 1 objectives.
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■ Projects traditionally provided by the private, non-government sector or by concessionaires, such as
■
2.9

gift shops, equipment rentals, concession stands, etc., unless it can be shown that no private
entrepreneur is willing to provide services, and there is demonstrated need for the Project.
Projects that exclusively fulfill other mitigation requirements.
Additional Considerations

The following are additional considerations for evaluating project eligibility:

■ Each project must include information that addresses RMC Project Evaluation Criteria.
■ Applicants shall submit an individual application for each eligible project within their jurisdiction.
■ Project applicants are required to consult with the California Conservation Corps (CCC) and Local

■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■

Certified Conservation Corps or look to hire youth through certified Youth Employment Program in
coordination with the State/County or qualified non-governmental organization (NGO). See Appendix
E.
Projects that utilize Youth Employment Program, please include the organization’s capacity to
develop, manage and implement the youth employment program.
All projects funded by Proposition 1 must be consistent with the Porter-Cologne Water Quality
Control Act (Division 7 of the Water Code) and the State’s five-year infrastructure plan prepared
pursuant to Government Code section 13100.
Facilities development projects must demonstrate a strong relationship and value to natural resource
stewardship or environmental education.
Rehabilitation and restoration projects of natural habitats must be biologically and technically
feasible.
Agencies acquiring land may use the Natural Heritage Preservation Tax Credit Act of 2000 (Division
28 of the Public Resources Code. Water Code Section 79711(h)).
Where appropriate, grantees will be required to provide signage informing the public that the project
received Proposition 1 funding. This requirement will be addressed in the grant agreement.
Applicants must complete the project and submit all documentation within five years of grant award.
Grants shall be paid on a reimbursement basis unless otherwise requested and approved by the
RMC board.
Applicants shall provide for public access and low-impact recreation, unless it is specifically
prohibited or not ecologically or biologically feasible.
Projects that have multiple benefits will be considered more competitive.
Projects which have a clearly articulated monitoring and assessment plan will be considered more
competitive.
All real property shall be acquired from a willing seller and in compliance with current State laws
governing Relocation and Acquisition of real property by public agencies. Appraisals will be subject
to prior approval of fair market value by the State Department of General Services.
All projects must comply with CEQA and/or NEPA as appropriate. These costs may be funded under
this program as part of planning dollars. Status will be carefully evaluated and projects that have
completed CEQA/NEPA and/or are advanced in the environmental process prior to the application
will be considered more competitive.
Applicants shall comply with all applicable laws, regulations and permitting requirements.
All information contained in the grant applications is confidential until the grant awards are
announced. After that time, all applications will become public information.
Applicants awarded grants (Grantees) must enter into a grant agreement with the RMC before funds
can be disbursed.
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■ Grantees will be required to submit reports to the RMC, including progress, financial, and monitoring
■
■

■
■

and assessment reports. Under usual circumstances, reports shall not be required more frequently
than on a quarterly basis.
Projects need to meet and exceed the criteria set forth in Common Ground and Chapter 6 of
Proposition 1, as well as any planning criteria approved by agencies within the project jurisdiction,
such as master plans or watershed management plans.
Matching funds or in-kind services are not required. Matching funds include project planning,
operations and maintenance, volunteer support, and ongoing monitoring and assessment for the
lifetime of the project. Contributions may be in the form of cash contributions, property, or in-kind
services and must be verifiable.
All applicants must adhere to the RMC Environment Justice Policy.
Special consideration will be given to projects that employ new or innovative technology or practices,
including decision support tools that support the integration of multiple jurisdictions, including but not
limited to, water supply, flood control, land use and sanitation (Section 79707(e).

Section 3 Grant Application Process
3.1

Geographic Program Areas

To facilitate the comparison and aggregation of similar projects and assure that funds are available for a
wide range of projects, these grant funds will be applied to three program areas that can be described in
geographic terms. Project applicants will be asked to identify their program area. Projects cannot qualify for
inclusion in more than one program area:

■ Urban Lands—All land within the developed, urban core of the RMC territory that is NOT within the
area identified for River/Tributary Parkways, or within the Mountains, Hills, and Foothills.

■ River/Tributary Parkways—Land falling within one-quarter mile on either side of the centerline of a
■

3.2

river or tributary within the RMC territory, but NOT within the Mountains, Hills and Foothills or Urban
Land areas.
Mountains, Hills, and Foothills—Land lying within the area of a named system of mountains, hills
and foothills. More specifically, land lying within the geographic area of the San Gabriel Mountains,
the San Jose, San Rafael, Montebello, Puente, Chino, Coyote, or Signal Hills, the San Gabriel
foothills, and within the territory of the RMC but NOT within the Urban Lands or River/Tributary
Parkways. To determine the specific area in which your project might fall, please refer to the RMC
website: http://www.rmc.ca.gov/about/territory.html.
Project Evaluation Criteria

The RMC Board will adopt the following project evaluation criteria with the major elements of the project
evaluation criteria are as follows:

■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Restore River Parkways
Educational/Interpretive*
Habitat and Restoration Resource Values
Matching Funds
Environmental Justice and Disadvantaged Communities
Multi-beneficial and multi-jurisdictional ecosystem and watershed protection projects in accordance
with statewide priorities
Stakeholders/Partners
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Stewardship and Organizational Capacity
Water Sustainability, Water Storage and Water Infrastructure
Urban Land
Water Resource and Water Quality
*These project elements may provide additional information for evaluating the project but these elements
are not eligible costs under Proposition 1.

■
■
■
■

3.3

Notice of Funding Availability

The RMC Board may administer one or more competitive cycles each fiscal year through the issuance of a
notice of funding availability and may fund certain phases of a project in order to maximize the distribution
of grant funds to multiple recipients and throughout the RMC territory. Grants will be awarded in a manner
which supports and advances the RMC’s objectives and meets and exceeds the purposes of Chapter 6 of
Proposition 1.
3.4

Grant Application

Completed grant applications will be evaluated to determine the final funding recommendations. Applicants
will be required to submit one original (1) and three (3) copies of the application and attachments as well
as a digital copy. The following materials are required for a complete application:
1. Grant Application Form (Refer to Appendix D)
2. Project Description includes: (Sections 2a-2f should not exceed 7 pages, single-spaced, 11 point
font minimum).
a. Complete Project Description: for acquisition projects include APN, acreage and purpose for
acquisition; for planning and implementation include specific tasks and deliverables.
b. Statement of Need for the Proposed Project: a summary of the needs for the project and how
the project meets the RMC’s policies and project evaluation criteria, and exceeds Proposition 1,
Chapter 6 objectives of the water bond legislation (RMC Grant Guidelines Section 2.3).
c. Description of audience and geographic area served: provide a summary of the communities,
cities, and populations that will be served once the project is completed.
d. Description of Goals and Objectives: the goals and objectives should clearly define
measurable and outcome-oriented goals and objectives for the project, performance measures to
track progress toward objectives, and a reporting system to present the analysis of performance
measures against the deliverables and tasks.
e. Community Outreach: how will the community be involved in the project design and
implementation, include how the project is consistent with the RMC Environmental Justice Policy
(RMC Grant Guidelines Section 2.4, include specific plans for community outreach, education,
community involvement).
f. Monitoring and Assessment Plan: The monitoring and assessment plan should include the
tracking of the progress of the measurable goals and objectives of the project during as well as
after the project is completed. Outline of a monitoring and assessment plan should include
measurable and quantifiable targets for a planning and implementation project. And, for acquisition
projects include the long-term management and maintenance plan. The RMC is interested in
measuring the progress of each of its activities in achieving results or outcomes. Hence, the focus
of each project evaluation must be on outcomes, defined as the project results or impact on users
and society. Output and other measures are important, but the focus should be on results.
g. Organizational capacity, include a brief history of your organization and the ability to fully
complete and maintain the project long-term.
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3.

California Conservation Corps: Applicants applying for funds to complete restoration and
ecosystem protection projects are required to consult with representatives of the California
Conservation Corp (CCC) and the California Association of Local Conservation Corps (CALCC), the
entity representing the certified CCC, to determine the feasibility of the CCC in completing the
proposed project (Sec. 79734). Unless otherwise exempted, all applicants that fail to engage in such
consultation will not be eligible to receive Proposition 1. CCC and CALCC have developed the
consultation process for inclusion in Proposition 1 funding, please complete Exhibit B and for more
information, visit http://www.ccc.ca.gov/work/programs/prop1/Pages/default.aspx.
Note, the Corps already has determined that it is not feasible to use their services on projects that
solely involve either planning or acquisition. Therefore applicants seeking funds for such projects are
exempt from consultation requirement and should check the appropriate box on the Consultation
Review Document, please complete Exhibit E.

4. Certified Youth Employment Plan: please include the organization’s capacity to develop, manage
and implement a training program for young adults in the environmental discipline that leads to
permanent employment in the green industry (maximum one page).

5. Tasklist and Timeline: The tasklist should include a detailed description of each task and should
include tasks for evaluation, monitoring, and assessment. An example of a tasklist can be found on
the RMC website at http://www.rmc.ca.gov/.

6. Budget: The budget will include any matching funds that may be used for the project. Please also
identify any other grants for which you have applied for this project (include amount, potential funding
agency, and contact). See the RMC website for an example of a project budget at
http://www.rmc.ca.gov/. Applicants should endeavor to submit a budget in the format presented in
the example on the RMC website.

7. Resolution: The applicant’s governing body certifies that their governing board gives the authorized
signatory the authority to apply, receive and manage the project.
8. Environmental Compliance: Identify the status of the environmental assessment. This information
may include a notice of exemption filed with the county clerk, an initial study, or a brief description of
how the applicant will comply with CEQA/NEPA once the grants are awarded.

9. Permits, Easements, or Certifications: The applicant is required to obtain all permits related to the
proposed project before implementation of the project.

10. Operation and Maintenance: The applicant must demonstrate, specifically for development
projects an outline of how the project will address future operations and maintenance needs (no
more than one page).

11. Agreements: The applicant must include proof of ownership and compliance with Land Tenure
Requirements or the applicant must demonstrate movement to secure land tenure through a willing
seller letter, memorandum of agreement, or other binding agreements in place

12. Non-profit: If applicable, provide proof of non-profit status (Copy of IRS Determination Letter)
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13. Design/Construction Documents and/or Project Site Photographs: Digital format is preferred,
on CD, and each photograph should be saved as a separate file (no more than six (6) photographs,
not larger than 8 ½” by 11”).
14. Project location map: the applicant must submit a map of the project location.

15. Letters of Support: The applicant is required a minimum of three support letters to fulfill this
requirement, but additional support letters may be included.

3.5

Project Completeness and Selection Criteria

RMC staff will review grant applications for completeness and incomplete grant applications will be returned
to the applicant. Following is the initial selection criteria which all grant applications must adhere to:

■ The applicant is an eligible entity;
■ The applicant has submitted a complete grant application, as previously stated in Section 3.4,
Items 1-14;

■ The project meets the RMC’s required grant selection criteria per the RMC Proposition 1
Guidelines;

■ The project meets the RMC’s Common Ground and the Proposition 1, Chapter 6 objectives;
■ The project consists of work that is eligible for bond funds under the General Obligation Bond

Law;
Applications that do not pass the initial selection criteria will not proceed to the scoring process. The RMC
has the discretion to either return the application or assist the applicant with gathering additional information
and modifying the proposal to enable the application to pass the screening process.
3.6

Scoring

Complete applications that have passed the initial selection will be reviewed and scored by a minimum of
three professionals with relevant expertise. Reviewers may include local, state and federal agency staff and
others with relevant expertise, including consultants and academics. All reviewers other than the RMC staff
will be required to document that they do not have a conflict of interest in reviewing any proposals. The total
score of the three reviewers will be averaged and each grant application will be placed in their appropriate
RMC’s programming area which includes, Urban Lands, Rivers/Tributaries Parkways and
Mountains/Hills/Foothills. Grant applications will be scored according to their program area and weighted
against each grant proposal in their appropriate RMC Programing Area. All reviewers will score each grant
application in accordance with the Project Evaluation Criteria and grant applications with an average
percentile of 85 percent or better may qualify for recommendation of grant funds. Although a grant
application receives a high score it may not be recommended for funding, given funding availability and
project readiness. Staff will determine if funding is available and if the project is ready for recommendation
to the RMC Board.
3.7

Conflict of Interest and Confidentiality

All participants are subject to federal and State conflict of interest laws. Failure to comply with these laws,
including business and financial disclosure provisions, will result in the application being rejected and any
subsequent contract being declared void. Other legal action may also be taken. Accordingly, before
submitting an application, applicants are urged to seek legal counsel regarding potential conflict of interest
concerns that they may have and requirements for disclosure. Applicable statutes include, but are not
limited to, Government Code Section 1090, and Public Contract Code Sections 10410 and 10411 for State
conflict of interest requirements.
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Applicants should note that by submitting an application, they waive their rights to the confidentiality of that
application. RMC staff will review each application. Once the application is signed and submitted to RMC
any privacy rights as well as other confidentiality protections afforded by law will be waived.
3.8

Typical Grant Process

The following table outlines the typical grant process for successful applicants.
Responsible
Entity
RMC
RMC
RMC
Applicant
RMC and
Grant Selection
Committee
RMC
Grant Selection
Committee
RMC Board
RMC
Grantee
RMC
Grantee
Grantee
Grantee
Grantee
Responsible
Entity
Grantee
Grantee
Grantee
RMC
RMC
Grantee

Task
Announces draft guidelines and holds public meetings for submittal of comments
Approval of Grant Guidelines at the RMC Board Meeting
Announces Grant Funding Cycle and deadline for grant applications
Submits grant application and supporting documents to the RMC
Staff determines if grant application is complete and submits to the Grant Selection
Committee for evaluation and scoring
Staff notify project applicants of their status, either complete or incomplete
Grant Selection Committee evaluates grant applications, may perform site visits on semifinalists, and recommends projects for funding to the RMC Board.
Board approves funding recommendations
Staff sends a Grant Agreement to the Grantee.
Returns the signed Agreement to RMC.
Staff sends a fully executed Grant Agreement to the Grantee.
Completes environmental documentation and permitting as needed.
Commences work on the Project.
Submits required reports, plans, and documents, as required, to RMC.
Grantee posts signs during construction per attached Sign Guidelines.
Task
Requests progress payments.
Upon completion of the Project, posts signs acknowledging source of funds.
Submits Project completion packet.
Staff checks final documentation for completeness and accuracy and makes final
inspection of Project.
Staff processes the final payment.
Submits documents for audit, if requested.
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Section 4 Grant Agreement

4.1
Grant Award
RMC staff will determine which qualified applications to recommend to the RMC Board for funding and the
amount of funding, taking into account the project’s score relative to other eligible projects, the total amount
of funding available for Prop 1 projects, the urgency of the project relative to other eligible projects, the
RMC’s Common Ground, and the application of the RMC’s Project Evaluation Criteria. The RMC expects
that it will take an average of six to eight months from application submittal, through evaluation and
recommendation to the RMC Board for action and if approved an additional month for execution of the grant
agreement.
4.2

Board Meetings

No grant shall be awarded unless the RMC Board has approved the grant at a public meeting. The RMC
typically holds seven public meetings per calendar year. The meeting schedule is published on the RMC’s
website. The agenda for each public meeting is published on the RMC’s website at least five days in
advance of the meeting. RMC staff will prepare a report for each proposed grants presented to the RMC
Board at a public meeting. The staff report will describe the project and explain how the project is consistent
with the RMC’s enabling legislation, the RMC Program Guidelines, and the evaluation criteria in these
Proposition 1 Grant Program Guidelines.
4.3

Grant Agreement

Once the RMC has approved a grant at a public meeting, RMC staff will prepare a grant agreement setting
forth the terms and conditions of the grant. The grantee must sign the grant agreement and comply with
conditions in order to receive funds. Please note the grant agreement is being developed and will become
final within the next few months.
4.4

Environmental Documents

The RMC is required to comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Grant applicants
should consider whether their proposed project will trigger the need for an environmental impact report or
negative declaration or whether a CEQA exemption applies. How CEQA applies and the status of CEQA
compliance must be addressed in the grant application.
4.5

Project Monitoring and Reporting

All grant applications must include a monitoring and reporting component that explains how the
effectiveness of the project will be measured and reported. The monitoring and reporting component will
vary depending on the nature of the project. The grant application evaluation will assess the robustness of
the proposed monitoring program. In addition, RMC staff will work with grantees to develop appropriate
monitoring and reporting templates and procedures.
4.6

Leveraging Funds

The RMC will award additional points to applicants with significant matching funds. The amount of
leveraged funding will be specifically identified in every staff recommendation for potential approval by the
RMC Board. The RMC will provide a summary of the total leverage of RMC funds from all its grant programs
in an annual financial report to the RMC Board.
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4.7

Project Withdrawal

If a Grantee wishes to withdraw a Project, Grantee shall notify RMC in writing. In the event an approved
project cannot be completed, and if grant funds were advanced, those funds, plus any accrued interest,
must be returned to the State. If the CEQA/NEPA work is done after the grant has been awarded, and the
determination is an impediment to completing the project, RMC will reimburse the applicant for costs
expended up to 20 percent of the total grant as outlined above.
4.8

Changes to Project Scope

A Grantee wishing to change the scope of an approved project shall submit the proposed change in writing
to RMC for approval. Any change must be consistent with the authorizing legislation and Common Ground
and Proposition 1, Chapter 6 objectives.
4.9

Time Extensions

The Grantee is expected to complete the project according to the time identified in their project timeline.
However each contract will have a project performance period of three years to allow for unexpected events.
An extension of the three-year performance period is unlikely.
4.10

Payment of Grant Funds

■ Disbursements of grant funds will be made incrementally, as separate components of the Project are
■
■

■
■
4.11

satisfactorily completed.
Payments shall be on the basis of costs incurred, less 10 percent to be withheld from all invoiced
amounts.
Requests for reimbursement are preferred on a quarterly basis. Requests must include
documentation that demonstrates that costs have been incurred and an itemized description of all
work done for which reimbursement is requested. Payment requests should clearly identify the
specific elements of the work plan to which they pertain.
Grantees should allow four to six weeks to receive payment after submitting a complete payment
request package.
Any request that is submitted without supporting documents will not be approved for payment.
Advance Payment Requests

■ Advance payments for Project costs are not allowed. RMC, at its sole discretion, may honor
advance payment requests, if warranted by a documented compelling need.

■ For Acquisition Projects, advances are made after the property is in escrow, directly into an interest
bearing escrow account and any remaining amounts with interest incurred must be returned to the
RMC.
4.12

Final Payment Request

The funds withheld from Project payments are referred to as the Final Payment Request. The Project
Completion procedures will be specified in the Grant Agreement.
4.13

Site Visits

The Grantee shall permit and arrange periodic site visits including a final inspection by RMC to determine
if the work performed is in accordance with the approved Project Scope.
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4.14

Loss of Funding

The following actions may result in a loss of part or all of the funding allocation to the Grantee:
A Grantee fails to return a signed agreement with the RMC within 60 days of receipt of the grant agreement.
A Grantee withdraws from the Program in writing.
A Grantee fails to complete all funded project scope and/or fails to submit all documentation no later than
five years from grant award unless otherwise approved for extension by the RMC.
4.15

Accounting Requirements

Grantees shall maintain an accounting system that does all of the following:

■ Accurately reflects fiscal transactions, with the necessary controls and safeguards
■ Provides good audit trails, especially the source documents (purchase orders, receipts, progress
■
■

payments, invoices, time cards, cancelled warrants, warrant numbers, etc.).
Provides accounting data so the total cost of each individual Project can be readily determined
Projects are subject to audit by the State for three years following the final payment of grant funds.
The purpose of the audit is to verify that project expenditures were properly documented. If your
project is selected for audit, you will be contacted at least 30 days in advance. The audit will include
all books, papers, accounts, documents, or other records of the Grantee, as they related to the project
for which RMC funds were granted. The Grantee shall have the Project records, including the source
documents and cancelled warrants, readily available to the State. The Grantee must also provide an
employee having knowledge of the Project and the accounting procedure or system to assist the
State’s auditor. The Grantee shall provide a copy of any document, paper, record, or the like
requested by the State. All Project records must be retained for at least one year following an audit
or final disputed audit findings.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX A: DEFINITIONS

"Acquisition" means to obtain from a willing seller fee interest or any other interest, including easements
and development rights, in real property.
"Allocation" means a distribution of funds or an expenditure limit established for a Grantee for one or more
projects.
"Applicant" means the local, state, nonprofit organization, or Federally Recognized California Indian Tribe,
requesting funding from a program administered by RMC.
"Application" means the individual Application Form and its required attachments and supporting
documentation for grants pursuant to the enabling legislation and/or program.
"Appraisal" means a written statement independently and impartially prepared by a qualified appraiser
setting forth an opinion of defined value of an adequately described property as of a specific date, supported
by the presentation and analysis of relevant market information.
"Appropriation" means a budget authorization from a specific fund to a specific agency/or program to
make expenditures or incur obligations for a specific purpose and/or period of time.
"Brownfields" means abandoned or underutilized land and buildings in already-developed urban,
suburban, or rural locations that have actual or perceived contamination from previous or adjoining uses.
"CEQA/NEPA" means the California Environmental Quality Act, Public Resources Code Section 21000, et
seq.; Title 14 California Code of Regulations Section 15000, et seq. (For more information, please see
http://ceres.ca.gov/CEQA/NEPA/) Applicants must assess the possible environmental consequences of
projects, which they propose to undertake.
"Competitive" means the allocation of moneys for one or more projects for the acquisition, development,
or interpretation of recreational lands and facilities, and historical or archeological resources on a projectby-project basis, based upon stated criteria, through the competitive process.
"Common Ground" refers to the San Gabriel and Los Angeles Rivers Watershed and Open Space Plan
prepared by RMC and approved by a majority of the cities representing a majority of the population, the
Board of Supervisors of Los Angeles County, and by the Central Basin Water Association and the San
Gabriel Valley Water Association.
“Commission” means the California Water Commission.
“Committee” means the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Finance Committee
created by Section 79787.
"Connectivity" means continuity in open space enabling linkages between open space, and wildlife habitat
areas and typically including trails and passive or active recreation nodes.
"Contract" means the agreement between the RMC, grantee, property owner, and/or mortgage lender,
specifying the payment of funds for the performance of a project scope within the project performance
period by the grantee.
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"Contractor" means the prime person or firm that has been selected by the grantee to perform the project
work.
"Development" means improvements to real property by construction of new facilities or rehabilitation,
restoration, renovation or additions to existing sites, property, or facilities.
“Disadvantaged community” has the meaning set forth in subdivision (a) of Section 79505.5, as it may
be amended. Low-Income means a person whose median household income is at or below the Office of
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment poverty guidelines, please visit http://oehha.ca.gov/ej/ces2.html.
"District" means an agency of the state, formed pursuant to general law or special act, for the local
performance of governmental or proprietary functions within limited boundaries, such as a regional park
district, regional open space district, water district, conservation district, or flood control district.
"Ecological Value" means the project will support the relationships between living organisms and their
environment.
“Economically distressed area” means a municipality with a population of 20,000 persons or less, a rural
county, or a reasonably isolated and divisible segment of a larger municipality where the segment of the
population is 20,000 persons or less, with an annual median household income that is less than 85 percent
of the statewide median household income, and with one or more of the following conditions as determined
by the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment:
(1) Financial hardship.
(2) Unemployment rate at least 2 percent higher than the statewide average.
(3) Low population density.
"Ecosystem" means a balanced natural system of living organisms and their environment.
"Enhancement" means to modify current conditions and may be used to describe a project that would
result in a natural resource, habitat, cultural or historic site, recreational area, or existing facility achieving
a desired level of improvements while considering the protection of the natural environment. It is
distinguishable from "restoration" in that it does not imply merely a return to historic natural conditions but
may include the provision of recreation or other aspects that were not original features.
"Environmental Education" means programs and related facilities and processes that increase knowledge
and awareness about the environment and help develop skills that enable responsible decisions and
actions that impact the environment.
"Environmental Justice" is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people –regardless of
race, ethnicity, and income or education level – in environmental decision-making. Environmental justice
programs promote the protection of human health and the environment, empowerment via public
participation, and the dissemination of relevant information to inform and educate affected communities.
"Exotic species" means any non-indigenous plant or animal species.
"Federally Recognized California Indian Tribe" means any California Indian tribe, band, nation, or other
organized group or community certified by the Secretary of the Interior as eligible for special programs and
services provided by the Secretary of the Interior.
“Fund” means the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Fund of 2014 created by Section
79715.
"Grantee" means an Applicant who has a contract for grant funds.
“Green Building” means a building which is designed, constructed, and operated consistent with the rating
system for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design rating system developed by the US Green
Building Council.
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"Habitat linkage" means connections between otherwise isolated areas of habitat that may (1) provide for
daily and seasonal movements of animals; (2) facilitate dispersal, gene flow, and rescue effects (for animals
or plants); (3) allow for range shifts of species; and (4) maintain flows of ecological processes (e.g., fire,
wind, sediments, water).
“Habitat creation” means the formation or increase of at least one of the following: terrestrial, avian, or
aquatic habitats or creates new linkages or corridors.
“Habitat preservation” means keeping threatened natural habitat and protects native floral and faunal
biodiversity that may be lost to a planned urban development.
"Habitat restoration" means to return the site’s hydrology, topography and natural vegetative communities
to historic predisturbance conditions so that the site provides food and shelter for wildlife, and performs
natural processes including reducing the volume and velocity of runoff, and increasing the water infiltration
rates.
"Historical Resource" includes, but is not limited to, any building, structure, site area, place, artifact, or
collection of artifacts that is historically or archaeologically significant in the cultural annals of California.
"Indirect Costs" means expenses of doing business that are of a general nature and are incurred to benefit
at least two or more functions within an organization. These costs are not usually identified specifically with
a grant, contract, project, or activity, but are necessary for the general operation of the organization.
Examples include salaries and benefits of employees not directly assigned to the project; functions such as
personnel, accounting, and salaries of supervisors and managers; and overhead such as rent, utilities,
supplies, etc.
"In-Kind" means applicant's land, materials and/or services provided as matching funds for a project in lieu
of monetary type funding.
"Interpretation" means an intelligent and meaningful presentation and explanation of the significance and
value of natural resources or historical or archeological resources.
“Instream flows” means a specific streamflow, measured in cubic feet per second, at a particular location
for a defined time, and typically follows seasonal variations.
“Integrated regional water management plan” has the meaning set forth in Part 2.2 (commencing with
Section 10530) of Division 6, as that part may be amended.
"Jurisdiction" means the legal boundary of the grant Applicant, i.e. the city, county, or district.
“Large or multi sub watershed project” means a project intended to: 1) address water quality, habitat, or
other watershed restoration issues identified in more than one watershed plan; 2) address more than one
habitat issue identified by the Green Visions planning tools; 3) provide substantive water quality benefits to
more than one designated impaired water body; or 4) provide open space or passive recreational benefits
in a location that is regionally accessible.
"Local Conservation Corps" is a community conservation corps that is certified by the California
Conservation Corps.
"Local Agencies" means a city, county, or district entity formed for purposes pursuant to a joint powers
agreement between two or more local entities that are eligible for Grant Programs administered by RMC.
“Long-term” means for a period of not less than 20 years.
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"Low Impact Recreation" means any development, rehabilitation, or enhancement of resource-based
facilities and the associated visitor activities that result in minimized impacts on natural areas and natural
systems. Low impact activities are generally human powered and may include walking, picnicking, hiking,
cycling, non-motorized boating or equestrian use, bird watching, fishing, star-gazing or photography; and
organized events such as interpretive tours, nature walks or educational programs.
"Management Plan" means a plan that identifies responsibility for future management of a given area to
preserve, protect, and enhance natural resource values, and where appropriate, provides for multiple
objectives, and identifies funds for that management.
"Match" means funds or equivalent in-kind contributions in addition to RMC Grant Funds. Increased
consideration will be given to projects that provide matching funds or equivalent in-kind contributions.
“Medium sub watershed project” means a project intended to: 1) address water quality, habitat, or other
watershed restoration issues identified in an applicable watershed plan or by the Green Visions planning
tools; 2) provide substantive water quality benefits to a designated impaired water body; or 3) provide open
space or passive recreational benefits in a location that is generally accessible to multiple local
communities.
"Monitoring and Assessment" means an assessment process to evaluate the success of the proposed
action or improvement, and monitoring progress towards meeting project goals. The standards for
monitoring each project approved for funding will be developed in concert with RMC.
"Multiple Benefit" projects that provide multiple benefits such as water quality, water supply, flood control,
or open space. Funds shall be allocated to multibenefit projects that achieve public safety and include fish
and wildlife habitat enhancement. Projects that involve more than one public benefit objective including
habitat enhancement or protection, water quality improvement, historic resource protection or improvement,
public access development, environmental education or any combination of such objectives.
“Multi-jurisdictional” projects that provide shared solutions for multiple communities, for example a
community that lacks safe, affordable drinking water and is served by a small community water system,
state small water system, or a private well when improved can service more than one community. Projects
that create, preserve, restore open space that will benefit a regional territory. As an another example, a
watershed management plan update that serves an entire watershed.
"Natural habitat" means relatively undisturbed lands and vegetation communities that provide food and
shelter for wildlife and also perform natural functions such as, reducing the volume and velocity of storm
runoff, and enabling water infiltration.
"NEPA" means the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended Public Law 91-190, Title 42
United States Code Sections 4321-433347, January 1, 1970, as amended by Public Law 94-52, July 3,
1975, Public Law 94-83, August 9, 1975, and Public Law 97-258, Section 4 (b), September 13, 1982).
NEPA requires federal agencies to assess the possible environmental consequences of projects, which
they propose to undertake, fund or approve.
"Nonprofit Organization" means any private, nonprofit organization, existing under Section 501(c)(3) of
the United States Internal Revenue Code and has among its principal charitable purposes the preservation
or enhancement of land for scientific, historic, educational, recreational, scenic or open-space values, the
protection of the natural environment, or the preservation and enhancement of fisheries and wildlife or their
habitat.
"Notice of Completion and Acceptance of Work" means the notice completed by the grantee and filed
with the county recorder in the county where the property is located, upon completion and acceptance of
any and all construction work related to a project.
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"Open Space" means any area that can potentially serve as wildlife habitat, facilitate natural processes, or
allow for public access for passive forms of recreation.
"Plans" means the detailed drawings or exact reproductions that show location, character, layout,
dimensions, and details of the work to be constructed under the contract for a historical resource Project.
"Planning" means specific preparations necessary to execute eligible projects. Planning includes
conceptual designs, pre-schematic work, such as initial architectural or engineering plans prepared during
the preliminary project phase; schematic documents; technical consulting; construction design;
CEQA/NEPA documentation; preparation of construction bidding documents; permits or appraisals.
Planning costs are distinct from hard project costs of actual construction or land acquisition.
"Project" means the acquisition, development, (rehabilitation and restoration), or interpretation activities to
be accomplished with grant funds.
"Project Manager" means an employee of RMC, who acts as a liaison with Grantees and administers
grants.
"Project Management Plan” means the overall plan used to describe how the completed project would be
operated and maintained on a long term basis. This document could include habitat, landscape, park, and
other facility/resource long term management plans.
"Project Performance Period" means the period of time that the grant funds are available, and the time in
which the project must be completed, billed, and paid.
"Project Scope" means the description or activity of work to be accomplished on the project.
"Property" means the land, including all structures attached to such land, upon which the project is located.
"Property Owner" means the person or entity that holds the fee simple interest of the Property.
"Public access" refers to public access generally with full right of way from a public thoroughfare or public
transportation. It could also mean the provision for visitor support facilities, including public parking, trails,
bikeways, restrooms, picnic areas and campgrounds and other recreational facilities.
“Public agency” means a state agency or department, special district, joint powers authority, city, county,
city and county, or other political subdivision of the state.
“Rainwater” has the meaning set forth in subdivision (c) of Section 10573.
"Restoration" means the process of reproducing, re-establishing, or rehabilitating a natural area or a
cultural or historical site or feature that has otherwise deteriorated so that it emulates the site’s historic
condition before degradation.
"Riparian" means locations and associated vegetative communities related to or on the banks of rivers,
streams, wetlands, marshes or other fresh water bodies.
“Secretary” means the Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency.
“Severely disadvantaged community” has the meaning set forth in subdivision (a) of Section 116760.20
of the Health and Safety Code.
“Small community water system” means a community water system that serves no more than 3,300
service connections or a yearlong population of no more than 10,000 persons.
“State board” means the State Water Resources Control Board.
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“State General Obligation Bond Law” means the State General Obligation Bond Law (Chapter 4
(commencing with Section 16720) of Part 3 of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code).
“State small water system” has the meaning set forth in subdivision of Section 116275 of the Health and
Safety Code.
“Stormwater” has the meaning set forth in subdivision (e) of Section 10573.
"Scenic Value" means any historic, open space or other natural resource features with significant visual
aesthetic values.
“Significant”
1:
having
meaning;
especially:
<a
significant
glance>
2a: having or likely to have influence or effect : <a significant piece of legislation>; also: of a noticeably or
measurably large amount <a significant number of layoffs> <producing significant profits> 2b: probably
caused by something other than mere chance <statistically significant correlation between vitamin
deficiency and disease>
“Small or neighborhood project” means a project intended to address site-specific, or neighborhoodscale, water quality or habitat issues, or that is intended to provide open space or passive recreational
amenities intended for local community.
"Specifications" means all written directions, provisions, and requirements governing the methods and
procedures to be followed in connection with bidding and awarding of contract and performance and
execution of the work, the quantities and qualities of materials to be used, the method of measurement of
the quantities of work, and the nature of the contractual relationships that will exist during the course of the
work.
"Stewardship" means the development, implementation, and long-term management of important
resources and typically involving the protection, preservation, rehabilitation, restoration, improvement of
natural systems and/or outstanding features, and historical and cultural resources.
“Sustainable/Sustainability” means the ability to meet current needs without compromising the ability of
future generations to do the same. Also, the goal of life, liberty, and social well-being within the means of
nature.
"Threatened or Endangered Species" means species listed as defined by the Federal Endangered
Species Act passed in 1973.
“Threatened Natural Habitats” include any areas that contain natural habitat that will be destroyed or
degraded by a proposed urban development plan which, at the least, has already been submitted to the
governing jurisdiction or planning commission.
"Trailhead and Trailside Facilities" include, but are not limited to parking, utilities, restrooms, benches,
bridges, draining structures, fencing, and interpretive and informational signs, exhibit and brochure shelters
and related facilities.
“Urban Greening” per the adopted guidelines by the Los Angeles and San Gabriel Rivers Master plans.
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APPENDIX B: CHAPTER 6 OF PROPOSITION 1
Protecting Rivers, Lakes, Streams, Coastal Waters, and Watersheds
79730.
The sum of one billion four hundred ninety-five million dollars ($1,495,000,000) shall be available, upon
appropriation by the Legislature from the fund, in accordance with this chapter, for competitive grants for
multibenefit ecosystem and watershed protection and restoration projects in accordance with statewide
priorities.
79731.
Of the funds authorized by Section 79730, the sum of three hundred twenty-seven million five hundred
thousand dollars ($327,500,000) shall be allocated for multibenefit water quality, water supply, and
watershed protection and restoration projects for the watersheds of the state in accordance with the
following schedule:
(a) Baldwin Hills Conservancy, ten million dollars ($10,000,000).
(b) California Tahoe Conservancy, fifteen million dollars ($15,000,000).
(c) Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy, ten million dollars ($10,000,000).
(d) Ocean Protection Council, thirty million dollars ($30,000,000).
(e) San Diego River Conservancy, seventeen million dollars ($17,000,000).
(f) San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy, thirty million dollars
($30,000,000).
(g) San Joaquin River Conservancy, ten million dollars ($10,000,000).
(h) Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, thirty million dollars ($30,000,000).
(i) Sierra Nevada Conservancy, twenty-five million dollars ($25,000,000).
(j) State Coastal Conservancy, one hundred million five hundred thousand dollars ($100,500,000). Eligible
watersheds for the funds allocated pursuant to this subdivision include, but are not limited to, those that are
in the San Francisco Bay Conservancy region, the Santa Ana River watershed, the Tijuana River
watershed, the Otay River watershed, Catalina Island, and the central coast region.
(k) Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy, fifty million dollars ($50,000,000).
79732.
(a) In protecting and restoring California rivers, lakes, streams, and watersheds, the purposes of this
chapter are to:
(1) Protect and increase the economic benefits arising from healthy watersheds, fishery resources, and
instream flow.
(2) Implement watershed adaptation projects in order to reduce the impacts of climate change on
California’s communities and ecosystems.
(3) Restore river parkways throughout the state, including, but not limited to, projects pursuant to the
California River Parkways Act of 2004 (Chapter 3.8 (commencing with Section 5750) of Division 5 of the
Public Resources Code), in the Urban Streams Restoration Program established pursuant to Section 7048,
and urban river greenways.
(4) Protect and restore aquatic, wetland, and migratory bird ecosystems, including fish and wildlife corridors
and the acquisition of water rights for instream flow.
(5) Fulfill the obligations of the State of California in complying with the terms of multiparty settlement
agreements related to water resources.
(6) Remove barriers to fish passage.
(7) Collaborate with federal agencies in the protection of fish native to California and wetlands in the central
valley of California.
(8) Implement fuel treatment projects to reduce wildfire risks, protect watersheds tributary to water storage
facilities, and promote watershed health.
(9) Protect and restore rural and urban watershed health to improve watershed storage capacity, forest
health, protection of life and property, stormwater resource management, and greenhouse gas reduction.
(10) Protect and restore coastal watersheds, including, but not limited to, bays, marine estuaries, and
nearshore ecosystems.
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(11) Reduce pollution or contamination of rivers, lakes, streams, or coastal waters, prevent and remediate
mercury contamination from legacy mines, and protect or restore natural system functions that contribute
to water supply, water quality, or flood management.
(12) Assist in the recovery of endangered, threatened, or migratory species by improving watershed health,
instream flows, fish passage, coastal or inland wetland restoration, or other means, such as natural
community conservation plan and habitat conservation plan implementation.
(13) Assist in water-related agricultural sustainability projects.
(b) Funds provided by this chapter shall only be used for projects that will provide fisheries or ecosystem
benefits or improvements that are greater than required applicable environmental mitigation measures or
compliance obligations.
79733.
Of the funds made available by Section 79730, the sum of two hundred million dollars ($200,000,000) shall
be administered by the Wildlife Conservation Board for projects that result in enhanced stream flows.
79734.
For restoration and ecosystem protection projects under this chapter, the services of the California
Conservation Corps or a local conservation corps certified by the California Conservation Corps shall be
used whenever feasible.
79735.
(a) Of the funds authorized by Section 79730, one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000) shall be available,
upon appropriation by the Legislature, for projects to protect and enhance an urban creek, as defined in
subdivision (e) of Section 7048, and its tributaries, pursuant to Division 22.8 (commencing with Section
32600) of, and Division 23 (commencing with Section 33000) of, the Public Resources Code and Section
79508.
(b)
(1) Of the funds authorized by Section 79730, twenty million dollars ($20,000,000) shall be made
available to the secretary for a competitive program to fund multibenefit watershed and urban rivers
enhancement projects in urban watersheds that increase regional and local water self-sufficiency and that
meet at least two of the following objectives:
(A) Promote groundwater recharge and water reuse.
(B) Reduce energy consumption.
(C) Use soils, plants, and natural processes to treat runoff.
(D) Create or restore native habitat.
(E) Increase regional and local resiliency and adaptability to climate change.
(2) The program under this subdivision shall be implemented by state conservancies, the Wildlife
Conservation Board, the state board, or other entities whose jurisdiction includes urban watersheds, as
designated by the secretary. Projects funded under the program shall be a part of a plan developed jointly
by the conservancies, the Wildlife Conservation Board, the state board, or other designated entities in
consultation with the secretary.
(c) At least 25 percent of the funds available pursuant to this section shall be allocated for projects that
benefit disadvantaged communities.
(d) Up to 10 percent of the funds available pursuant to this section may be allocated for project planning.
79736.
Of the funds authorized by Section 79730, four hundred seventy-five million dollars ($475,000,000) shall
be available to the Natural Resources Agency to support projects that fulfill the obligations of the State of
California in complying with the terms of any of the following:
(a) Subsection (d) of Section 3406 of the Central Valley Project Improvement Act (Title 34 of Public Law
102-575).
(b) Interstate compacts set forth in Section 66801 of the Government Code pursuant to Title 7.42
(commencing with Section 66905) of the Government Code.
(c) Intrastate or multiparty water quantification settlement agreement provisions, including ecosystem
restoration projects, as set forth in Chapters 611, 612, 613, and 614 of the Statutes of 2003.
(d) The settlement agreement referenced in Section 2080.2 of the Fish and Game Code.
(e) Any intrastate or multiparty settlement agreement related to water acted upon or before December 31,
2013. Priority shall be given to projects that meet one or more of the following criteria:
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(1) The project is of statewide significance.
(2) The project restores natural aquatic or riparian functions, or wetlands habitat for birds and aquatic
species.
(3) The project protects or promotes the restoration of endangered or threatened species.
(4) The project enhances the reliability of water supplies on a regional or interregional basis.
(5) The project provides significant regional or statewide economic benefits.
79737.
(a) Of the funds authorized by Section 79730, two hundred eighty-five million dollars ($285,000,000) shall
be available to the Department of Fish and Wildlife for watershed restoration projects statewide in
accordance with this chapter.
(b) For the purposes of this section, watershed restoration includes activities to fund coastal wetland habitat,
improve forest health, restore mountain meadows, modernize stream crossings, culverts, and bridges,
reconnect historical flood plains, install or improve fish screens, provide fish passages, restore river
channels, restore or enhance riparian, aquatic, and terrestrial habitat, improve ecological functions, acquire
from willing sellers conservation easements for riparian buffer strips, improve local watershed management,
and remove sediment or trash.
(c) For any funds available pursuant to this section that are used to provide grants under the Fisheries
Restoration Grant Program, a priority shall be given to coastal waters.
(d) In allocating funds for projects pursuant to this section, the Department of Fish and Wildlife shall only
make funds available for water quality, river, and watershed protection and restoration projects of statewide
importance outside of the Delta.
(e) Funds provided by this section shall not be expended to pay the costs of the design, construction,
operation, mitigation, or maintenance of Delta conveyance facilities.
(f) Funds provided by this section shall only be used for projects that will provide fisheries or ecosystem
benefits or improvements that are greater than required applicable environmental mitigation measures or
compliance obligations, except for any water transfers for the benefit of subsection (d) of Section 3406 of
the Central Valley Project Improvement Act (Title 34 of Public Law 102-575).
79738.
(a) Of the funds authorized by Section 79730, eighty-seven million five hundred thousand dollars
($87,500,000) shall be available to the Department of Fish and Wildlife for water quality, ecosystem
restoration, and fish protection facilities that benefit the Delta, including, but not limited to, the following:
(1) Projects to improve water quality or that contribute to the improvement of water quality in the Delta,
including projects in Delta counties that provide multiple public benefits and improve drinking and
agricultural water quality or water supplies.
(2) Habitat restoration, conservation, and enhancement projects to improve the condition of special status,
at risk, endangered, or threatened species in the Delta and the Delta counties, including projects to
eradicate invasive species, and projects that support the beneficial reuse of dredged material for habitat
restoration and levee improvements.
(3) Scientific studies and assessments that support the Delta Science Program, as described in Section
85280, or projects under this section.
(b) In implementing this section, the department shall coordinate and consult with the Delta city or Delta
county in which a grant is proposed to be expended or an interest in real property is proposed to be
acquired.
(c) Acquisitions pursuant to this section shall be from willing sellers only.
(d) In implementing this section state agencies shall prioritize wildlife conservation objectives through
projects on public lands or voluntary projects on private lands, to the extent feasible.
(e) Funds available pursuant to this section shall not be used to acquire land via eminent domain.
(f) Funds available pursuant to this section shall not be expended to pay the costs of the design,
construction, operation, mitigation, or maintenance of Delta conveyance facilities.
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APPENDIX C: PROJECT EVALUATION CRITERIA*
Staff will deem a grant application complete when it has passed the initial selection process. Staff will
recommend the grant application to the Grant Selection Committee for evaluation and scoring by utilizing
the evaluation criteria set forth below. An application must achieve an average score of 85 percent or higher
in order to qualify for recommendation of grant funds to the RMC Board.
*Criterion that are marked with an asterisk are not eligible for funding, however these elements will
contribute to an applicant’s overall score. Applicants must demonstrate that supplemental funding is
available for non-eligible costs.
Program Relevance
Project Evaluation Criteria
1.0
1.1

1.2
1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

Restore River Parkways
The Project is identified in an existing or proposed trail plan
(e.g. Master Bikeway Path Plan) or connects communities to
major existing or planned trails or open space.
Restore River Parkway, Section 79732 (a) (3) California River
Parkways Act of 2004
*Project is on land that is an underutilized public or private
holding. Underutilized properties include blighted vacant lots
or inaccessible public lands
The project is within ¼ mile or 10 minutes walking distance of
a residential area and/or public transportation and includes
multilingual wayfinding signage.
The project includes improvements to a pedestrian,
equestrian and/or bicycle connection to an existing trail, trail
system, community facility, recreation area or school.
The project would accommodate a new trail into an
inaccessible area.
Subtotal

*2.0 Educational/Interpretive Signage
2.1
*Educational/Interpretive and/or informational elements are
included.
2.2
*Signage or educational/interpretive message includes the
natural history, cultural history, and watershed
stewardship. (not include in criteria)
Subtotal

Urban
Land

Rivers /
Tributaries

Mountains /
Hills

5

5

5

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

10

10

10

1

1

1

1

1

1

2

2

2
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Program Relevance
Project Evaluation Criteria
3.0

Urban
Land

Rivers /
Tributaries

Mountains /
Hills

5

5

5

1

2

1

1

2

1

1

2

1

1

2

1

2

1

1

2

1

1

2

1

1

2

1

1

2

1

1

2

1

15

25

15

Habitat and Restoration Resource Values

3.1 The project results in new habitat and increases at least one of
the following: terrestrial, avian, or aquatic habitats or creates
new linkages or corridors. – OR –
3.2 The project preserves threatened natural habitat and protects
native flora and fauna biodiversity that may be lost to a planned
development. – OR –
3.3 The project preserves project preserves and/or enhances
existing natural habitat and protects native flora and fauna
biodiversity.
3.4 The project includes an evaluation of the suitability, strategy, and
success measures for the site’s habitat preservation, creation,
and/or enhancement.
3.5 The project supports substantial in-stream or native riparian
habitat and/or supports substantial upland native vegetative
cover.
3.6 The project supports unique and/or irreplaceable ecological
systems, i.e., coastal salt marsh, vernal pool, monarch breeding,
migratory watering area.
3.7 The project is located within a county-designated ecologically
sensitive watershed area, i.e., Significant Ecological Area,
Conceptual Area Protection Plan (CAPP), or other agency
reviewed plan area.
3.8 The project provides for contiguous open space and is adjacent
to publicly owned open space or private land protected under a
conservation easement or similar perpetual restriction. The
project includes habitat that provides a buffer between protected
or proposed protected areas and incompatible uses.
3.9 The project will be managed in such a manner as to provide
maximum long term habitat protection and has an established
long-term maintenance plan.
3.10 The project enhances wetland and subtidal habitats to restore
ecosystem function and provide multi-beneficial flood protection
and resilient shorelines.
3.11 The project is on the Southern California Wetlands Recovery
Project Regional Strategy project list.
3.12 The project design is resilient and adaptable to climate change.
In addition, the project is compliant with the Global Warming
Solutions Act of 2006 (AB32) and subsequent policy and
program implementation in order to meet the State’s Climate
Change Adaptation and Greenhouse Gas Reductions.
3.13 The scope of habitat restoration does not negatively impact the
health of already existing natural habitat on site or adjacent to
the site.

1

Subtotal
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Program Relevance
Project Evaluation Criteria
4.0 Matching Funds
4.1 Project sponsor will contribute 100% or more matching
funds (does not include in-kind services; can be other
grants/gifts or private and local funding)
4.2
Project sponsor will contribute 50% or more matching
funds (does not include in-kind services; can be other
grants/gifts or private and local funding)
4.3

Contribution of matching funds will count towards
completion of the entire project being submitted for funding
Subtotal

Urban
Land

Rivers /
Tributaries

Mountains /
Hills

7

7

7

5

5

5

3

3

3

15

15

15

5.0
Environmental Justice and Disadvantaged Communities
5.1 Cal-Enviro Sreen standards - http://oehha.ca.gov/ej/ces2.html
Up to 15 bonus points will be awarded to proposed projects that primarily benefit communities with high
pollution burdens and/or high population characteristic scores, based on CalEnviroScreen maps. If your
project area is not included in the Cal-Enviro maps, then include in the project narrative, the data and analysis
utilized for evaluating the pollution burden and it is also the best available science.
5 points = CalEnviroScreen score of 61% - 70% (on any of the 3 maps)
10 points = CalEnviroScreen score of 71%- 80% (on any of the 3 maps)
15 points = CalEnviroScreen score of 81% or higher (on any of the 3 maps)
15
15
15
5.2 The project creates a sense of community through educational
2
1
1
outreach, community activities, and programs.
5.3 The project concept and designs are a result of direct community
input held through community meetings within the vicinity of
3
3
3
where project is located, and occurred no earlier than January
2013.
5.4 The project will serve an area that has a significant percentage of
residents living with chronic diseases (examples: diabetes,
2
1
1
obesity, asthma) please visit http://oehha.ca.gov/ej/ces2.html.
5.5 The project contains signage elements that promote physical
activity and “healthy living” practices such as mileage makers,
2
1
1
walking trails and other physical activities.
5.6 Creates new park space in a disadvantaged or park poor
community defined as a census track with a population that has
more than 30% youth and less than 80% of the state’s annual
median income and/or having less than 2 acres/0.8 hectares of
open space per 1,000 residents. As defined by subdivision (a) of
5
5
5
Section 79505.5, please visit http://oehha.ca.gov/ej/ces2.html.
5.7 The project design and/or location provides relief from the
negative impacts of urban density such as incompatible land uses
and unregulated industrial impacts.
5.8 The project provides physical linkages to open space (passive
and recreational) from a disadvantaged and/or park-poor
neighborhood.
5.9 The project conforms to the RMC Environmental Justice Policy
per Section 2.4.
Subtotal

2

1

1

2

1

1

5

5

5

38

33

33
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Program Relevance
Project Evaluation Criteria
6.0 Multi-benefit and multi-jurisdictional
6.1 This project is a multi-benefit and multi-jurisdictional ecosystem
and watershed protection project in accordance with statewide
priorities.
Multi-benefit = Achieves more than one water related element.
Ex: water recycling AND trail use, water infrastructure AND
sustainability, etc.,
Multi-jurisdictional= Partnership with more than one city, or
includes more than one watershed, or is a partnership between
one or more counties.
Subtotal
7.0 Stakeholders/Partners Resource Value
7.1 The project is clearly defined and includes an objective, mission
and purpose.
7.2 The project is significant to one or more local citizen groups or
non-governmental organizations as evidenced by a letter of
support from the organization's governing body.
7.3 The project promotes and implements the California Water
Action Plan objectives which include reliable water supplies, the
restoration of important species and habitat and a more resilient
and sustainably managed water infrastructure.
7.4 Projects will use the California Conservation Corps for project
implementation (whole or partial) or look to hire youth through
certified Youth Employment Program in coordination with the
State/County or qualified non-governmental organization (NGO).
Subtotal
8.0 Stewardship and Management Plan Value
8.1 The project includes an adopted guidelines, strategic plan, etc.
for active stakeholder/partner participation that includes the 2025 year period of the project after completion (includes
identification of stakeholder/partner groups).
8.2 The project includes a landscape maintenance manual containing
details regarding logistics of weed management, trail
maintenance, trash management, unauthorized uses, and a
habitat establishment monitoring program.
8.3 The project identifies funding for a specified list of activities that
an organization (i.e. professional contractor, local non-profit, or
community volunteer group) with relevant expertise, that will
provide appropriate future stewardship and adaptive
management to ensure the sustainability of the project.
8.4 Applicant has organizational capacity and has 10+ years of
maintaining and operating projects of similar size and scope

Subtotal

Urban
Land

Rivers /
Tributaries

Mountains /
Hills

3

3

3

3

3

3

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

5

5

5

8

8

8

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

4

4

4
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Program Relevance
Project Evaluation Criteria
9.0

9.5
9.6

Rivers /
Tributaries

Mountains /
Hills

5

5

5

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

10

10

10

2

1

1

2

1

1

2

1

1

2

1

1

2

1

1

10

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

4

4

4

1

1

1

1

1

1

Water Sustainability/Water Storage/Water Infrastructure

9.1 The project includes 3 or more of the following elements to
address climate change:
1) Sustainable site planning and land use compatibility
2) Safeguarding water and water efficiency,
3) Energy efficiency and renewable energy,
4) Conservation of materials and resources, and
5) Indoor environmental quality.
9.2 The project incorporates more than 50% recycled content
product hardscape elements (benches, signage, light
fixtures, gates, fences, etc).
9.3 The project contains a more than a 75% native plant palette.
9.4

Urban
Land

Maintain and improve flood protection through natural and
non-structural systems and ecosystem restoration.
Establish riverfront greenways to cleanse water, hold
floodwaters and extend open space.
Optimize water resources by improving the quality of surface
and ground water and enhance ground water recharge, to
reduce dependence on imported water.
Subtotal

10.0
Urban Land Value
10.1 The project contributes to the removal of a nuisance
property/use from the community.
10.2 The project provides relief from high urban density defined
as 150% or more of county median population density.
10.3 The project contributes to an existing or proposed park,
natural area, corridor, or greenway in an urbanized area.
10.4 The project involves joint-use of a site (e.g. a school yard, is
a public park during off-school hours).
10.5 The project is sited in an area with more than 120% of the
median county percent under age 18.
Subtotal

11.0
Water Resource and Quality Value
11.1 The project provides a new opportunity for substantial water
conservation and/or water quality improvements
11.2 The project contains or improves groundwater supply and/or
recharge capabilities.
11.3 Project includes treatment of storm water runoff.
11.4 The project includes a groundwater improvement element
that exceeds the recommended elements of the
Comprehensive Groundwater Quality Monitoring Act of 2001.
11.5 The project utilizes recycled water.
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Program Relevance

11.6

11.7

11.8

11.9

11.10

Project Evaluation Criteria
The project utilizes cisterns or similar devices to collect and
recycle rainwater on site. Project includes water
conservation measures.
The project includes a water quality element consistent with
the description of a “small or neighborhood project” as
described in the Greater Los Angeles Region IRWM Plan.
The project includes a water quality element consistent with
the description of a “medium or sub watershed project” as
described in the Greater Los Angeles Region IRWM Plan.
The project includes a water quality element consistent
with the description of a “large or multi sub watershed
project” as described in the Greater Los Angeles Region
IRWM Plan.
The project is part of a Watershed Management Plan or
Enhanced Watershed Management Plan within Greater LA
County
Subtotal

Urban
Land

Rivers /
Tributaries

Mountains /
Hills

1

1

1

3

3

3

2

2

2

1

1

1

2

2

2

25

25

140

130

25

TOTAL POINTS 140
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APPENDIX D: GRANT APPLICATION FORM
RMC PROPOSITION 1 GRANT PROGRAM
GRANT APPLICATION FORM
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

APPLICANT: __________________________________________________________________
AGENCY:_____________________________________________________________________
CONTACT: ___________________________________________________________________
EMAIL/PHONE: _______________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________
NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE AGREEEMENTS (if different from agency
contact):____________________________________________________________________

7. PROJECT NAME (it is recommended that you include one or more of the following terms in the
project name: Acquisition, Restoration, Development, Water Quality Improvement (maximum 50
characters):
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
8. PROJECT DESCRIPTION (150 words or less and you may utilize the same project description as
your project narrative):__________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
9. PROGRAM TYPE: (check ONLY ONE)
___ Urban Lands
___ Rivers/Tributary Parkways
___ Mountains, Hills and Foothills
10. PROJECT TYPE: (check all that apply)
___ Planning
___ Acquisition
___ Development
___ Open Space
___ Watershed Improvement-Water Quality
___ Watershed Improvement-Water Conservation
___ Watershed Improvement-Water Supply
___ Watershed Improvement-Water Storage
___ Wildlife Corridor
___ Wetland Habitat Restoration
11. PROJECT LOCATION:
Address: __________________________________
City Council District: ________________________
State Senate District: ________________________
State Assembly District: _____________________
Congressional District: _______________________

County: _____________________________
County Supervisor District: _____________
Parcel No(s): ________________________
Lat/Long: ____________________________
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12. COMPLETE THE CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION CORPS AND CERTIFIED COMMUNITY
CONSERVATION CORPS CONSULTATION PROCESS (EXHIBIT E). CHECK ONLY ONE
___ EXCEMPT, this project is a planning or acquisition project
___ YES, state the CCC that your agency is proposing to hire to complete your project, state which
conservation corp your agency will be hiring: _________________________________________________
___ NO, explain why the CCC cannot provide the services for your project (maximum of one page):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
___ OTHER, explain the Youth Employment Program (maximum of one page):______________________

13. WILL THIS PROJECT RESULT IN NEW PARK/OPEN SPACE?
___ YES, then how many Total Acres_______________; Trail Miles________________
___ NO
14. WILL THIS PROJECT RESULT IN NEW AREAS OF RESTORED HABITAT?
___ YES, then how many Total Acres:__________; Trail miles:__________;
Riparian Linear Miles:__________; Acres of Wetlands:__________
___ NO

15. WILL THIS PROJECT RESULT IN NEW PARK DEVELOPMENT?
___ YES, then how many Total Acres:_______________; Trail Miles________________
___ NO

16. WILL THIS PROJECT INVOLVE AN ACQUISITION? (check all that are included in this grant
application):
___ YES, then how many Total Acres:_______________;
___ Willing Seller Letter
___ Appraisal
___ Current Title Report
___ Environmental Assessments
___ NO
17. DOES YOUR PROJECT INVOLVE DEVELOPMENT/RESTORATION? (check all that apply)
___ Site Control (does your agency own the property for the proposed project)
___ Zoning Type (does your agency have the appropriate approved zoning for the proposed project)
AGENCY
YES
NO DATE OF APPROVAL/PENDING
identify permits necessary for project implementation
California Fish and Wildlife
State Water Control Resources Board
US Army Corp of Engineers
US Fish and Wildlife
Los Angeles County Flood Control District
City/County Construction Permits
Coastal Commission
Other
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18. DESIGN
What is the status of your project design, check the most appropriate box?
___ General project concept with no professional design work
___ Professional drafted concept design
___ Professional drafted concept design with defined task and budget line items
___ 30% construction drawings with task and budget line items
___ 60% construction drawings with task and budget line items
___ Approved construction drawings with all permits
What is the status of the environmental documentation for this project, check the most appropriate box?
___ No CEQA/NEPA work initiated
___ Initial Study Completed, date of completion ____________________________
___ Negative Declaration, date of certification _____________________________
___ Categorically Exempt, date of certification _____________________________
___ CEQA/NEPA in process, expected date of completion _____________________
___ CEQA/NEPA completed, date of completion ____________________________
19. BUDGET/FUNDING INFORMATION
Amount requested:______________________
Is your funding request for the full amount necessary to complete this project? ___YES
Matching Funds: ___YES, total amounts and funding agency______________________
Agency*

____NO
____NO

Matching Funds

TOTAL MATCHING FUNDS
*include additional lines for matching funds if needed
20. TIMELINE
Assuming that the RMC grant funds may be awarded in the summer 2016 what is the expected timeline
for this project.
Start Date: _______________________________________________________________
Completion Date: _________________________________________________________

21. SIGNATURES
Signature of Applicant:______________________________________________________________
Name and Title:____________________________________________________________________

Signature of Authorized Official:______________________________________________________
Name and Title:____________________________________________________________________
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APPENDIX E: CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION CORPS AND
CERTIFIED COMMUNITY CONSERVATION CORPS
CONSULTATION
California Conservation Corps and Certified Community Conservation Corps
Proposition 1 - Water Bond Guidelines – Chapter 6
Corps Consultation Process
June 2015
This process has been developed to ensure compliance with Division 26.7 of the Water Code, Chapter 6,
Section 79734 that specifies the involvement of the CCC and the certified community conservation corps
(as represented by the California Association of Local Conservation Corps-CALCC).
Section 79734 states “For restoration and ecosystem protection projects funded pursuant to this chapter,
the services of the California Conservation Corps or a local conservation corps certified by the California
Conservation Corps will be used whenever feasible.”
Applicants applying for funds to complete restoration and ecosystem protection projects will consult with
representatives of the California Conservation Corps (CCC) AND the California Association of Local
Conservation Corps (CALCC), the entity representing the certified community conservation corps, to
determine the feasibility of the Corps participation. Unless otherwise exempted (see notes below),
applicants that fail to engage in such consultation should not be eligible to receive Chapter 6 funds. CCC
and CALCC have developed the following consultation process for inclusion in Prop 1 – Chapter 6 project
and/or grant program guidelines:
Step 1:

Prior to submittal of an application or project plan to the Funder, Applicant prepares
the following information for submission to both the California Conservation Corps
(CCC) and CALCC (who represents the certified community conservation corps):
Project Title
Project Description (identifying key project activities and deliverables)
Project Map (showing project location)
Project Implementation estimated start and end dates

Step 2:

Applicant submits the forgoing information via email concurrently to the CCC and
CALCC representatives:
California Conservation Corps representative:
Name: CCC Prop 1 Coordinator Email: Prop1@ccc.ca.gov
Phone: (916) 341-3100
California Association of Local Conservation Corps representative:
Name: Crystal Muhlenkamp
Email:inquiry@prop1communitycorps.org
Phone: 916-426-9170 ext. 0

Step 3:

Within five (5) business days of receiving the project information, the CCC and
CALCC representatives will review the submitted information, contact the applicant
if necessary, and respond to the applicant with a Corps Consultation Review
Document (template attached) informing them:
(1) It is NOT feasible for CCC and/or certified community conservation corps
services to be used on the project; or
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(2) It is feasible for the CCC and/or certified community conservation corps
services to be used on the project and identifying the aspects of the project
that can be accomplished with Corps services.
Note: While the Corps will take up to 5 days to review projects, applicants are
encouraged to contact the CCC/CALCC representatives to discuss feasibility early
in the project development process.
The Corps cannot guarantee a compliant review process for applicants who submit
project information fewer than 5 business days before a deadline.
Step 4:

Applicant submits application to Funder that includes Corps Consultation Review
Document.

Step 5:

Funder reviews applications. Applications that do not include documentation
demonstrating that the Corps have been consulted will be deemed “noncompliant”
and will not be considered for funding.

NOTES:
1. The Corps already have determined that it is not feasible to use their services on restoration
and ecosystem protection projects that solely involve either planning or acquisition. Therefore,
applicants seeking funds for such projects are exempt from the consultation requirement and
should check the appropriate box on the Consultation Review Document.
2. An applicant that has been awarded funds to undertake a project where it has been
determined that Corps services can be used must thereafter work with either the CCC or
CALCC to develop a scope of work and enter into a contract with the appropriate Corps.
Unless otherwise excused, failure to utilize a Corps on such a project will result in Funding
Entities assessing a scoring penalty on the applicant’s future applications for Chapter 6
Funds.
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APPENDIX E:
CONSERVATION CORPS CONSULTATION REVIEW DOCUMENT
Unless an exempted project, this Corps Consultation Review Document must be completed by California
Conservation Corps and Community Conservation Corps staff and accompany applications for projects or
grants seeking funds through Proposition 1, Chapter 6, Protecting Rivers, Lakes, Streams, Coastal Waters
and Watersheds. Non-exempt applications that do not include this document demonstrating that the Corps
have been consulted will be deemed “noncompliant” and will not be considered for funding.
1. Name of Applicant:

Project Title:

Department/Conservancy to which you are applying for funding:
To be completed by Applicant:
Is this application solely for planning or acquisition?
Yes (application is exempt from the requirement to consult with the Corps)
No (proceed to #2)
To be completed by Corps:
This Consultation Review Document is being prepared by:
The California Conservation Corps (CCC)
California Association of Local Conservation Corps (CALCC)
2. Applicant has submitted the required information by mail, hand-delivered or email to the California
Conservation Corps (CCC) and California Association of Local Conservation Corps (CALCC):
Yes (applicant has submitted all necessary information to CCC and CALCC)
No (applicant has not submitted all information or did not submit information to both Corps –
application is deemed non-compliant)
3. After consulting with the project applicant, the CCC and CALCC has determined the following:
It is NOT feasible for CCC and/or certified community conservation corps services to be used
on the project (deemed compliant)
It is feasible for the CCC and/or certified community conservation corps services to be used
on the project and the following aspects of the project can be accomplished with Corps
services (deemed compliant).
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
CCC AND CALCC REPRESENTATIVES WILL RETURN THIS FORM AS DOCUMENTION OF
CONSULTATION BY MAIL, HAND-DELIVERED OR EMAIL TO APPLICANT WITHIN FIVE (5) BUSINESS
DAYS OF RECEIPT AS VERIFICATION OF CONSULTATION. APPLICANT WILL INCLUDE COPY OF
THIS DOCUMENT AS PART OF THE PROJECT APPLICATION.
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The Mis sion of the R ivers and Mountains
C ons ervancy is to pres erve urban open
space and habitats in order to provide for
low-impact recreation and educational us es ,
wildlife habitat res toration and protection,
and waters hed improvements
within its juris diction.
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